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Letter from the 
Executive Director
Dear Friends,

Looking back over 2023, Mid-America Science Museum has much to 
celebrate as we experienced another growth year.  We welcomed a 
record-breaking number of visitors to the museum and through our 
outreach programming around the region.  As a result, more students, 
teachers, families have participated in programs and exhibits that 
our talented staff developed to provide meaningful educational 
experiences, tailor-made for our audience.  

Our financials continue a healthy trajectory, which is vital to ensuring 
the museum can meet its mission of serving the community.  Now, 
we have the resources to offer more scholarships to those in need, 
develop strategic partnerships with mission-aligned organizations, 
and build new programs to serve all ages. In addition, we can bring 
innovative exhibits to Hot Springs and the surrounding region.  

Of course, this would not have been possible without you.  Whether 
you donated your dollars or your time, please know that we sincerely 
appreciate your support of the mission of Mid-America Science 
Museum.  Together, we can inspire our community, young and old, to 
continue their learning journey throughout their lives.

All my best,

Diane LaFollette,
Chief Executive Officer



PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS

SCIENTOTS
Scientots, a science and literacy program for our youngest learners aged 6 and 
under, returned to the museum this year.  Each month we explore a different 
science theme with a new story each week.  Grant funds from the Arkansas 
Community Foundation, YAC Community Foundation, First Electric Trust, 
and Brookshire Grocery Giving Back provided this program free to area early 
childhood centers. 

SENSORY DAYS
For our visitors with sensory sensitivities, we introduced Sensory Days in 2023.  
These are days throughout the year when we turn off some exhibits, lower the 
lights, and work to limit an overstimulating environment.  Sensory Guides and 
backpacks filled with noise reducing tools such as headphones, sunglasses, 
and fidget toys are available for parents and children to use.  Thanks to the 
Elisabeth D. Wagner Foundation, admission is free for all children with sensory 
sensitivities and their families.

Drink and ThinK
We introduced Drink and Think, a 
totally grown-up science series in 
the Ozark Bathhouse.  Adults can 
sample locally brewed beverages, 
nibble on tasty treats while 
learning about a wide variety of 
topics through fun activities. 



Thanks to donations from the local 
community, funds were raised to replace 
the entrance bridge to the museum.  Built 
in 1979, the bridge was badly corroded, 
creating a potential danger for visitors. The 
museum closed for two weeks in September 
while the bridge was rebuilt.

During the closure, staff worked hard to 
clean, refresh, and update the interior 
galleries.  The Tinkering Studio was 
redecorated and now is a clean environment 
with new activities.

The Kye YAC Clubhouse was moved to a new 
location so that it can be expanded in the 
coming years.  Watch this space for updates.  

The Museum hosted two exhibits in the 
Hall of Wonder.
Tree/Cycle, An Exploration of Art and 
Science Inspired by Arkansas Trees featured 
the art of Linda Williams Palmer and Gene 
Sparling. 

Toytopia where visitors played all day in a 
world of big toys!
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AN EXPLORATION OF ART & SCIENCE INSPIRED BY ARKANSAS TREES
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Statement of ACTIVITIES

Revenue	  
Earned Revenue			   $1,577,489
Contributed Revenue		  $293,483
Other Income			   $102,225

Total Revenue			   $1,973,197

Expenses	  
Program			  $1,361,988
Administrative		  $250,892
Fundraising		  $179,210

Total Expenses		  $1,792,090

FINANCIALS

Statement of Financial Position

Assets	  
Operating Funds			   $297,779 
Short Term Reserve Funds		 $604,604 
Restricted ReserveFunds		  $1,850,538
Other Current Assets		   $181,762
Property and Equipment		  $4,592,166

Total Assets		  $7,526,849

Liabilities	  
Total Liabilities		  $52,800
Net Assets		  $7,474,049

Total Liabilities & 
Net Assets 		  $7,526,849
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THANK YOU TO OUR GENEROUS DONORS

Al and Betty Kate Carney
Alessandra Hurst
Allen and Dorothy Williams
Alliance Rubber Company
Arkansas Blue Cross & 
Blue Shield
Arkansas Community 
Foundation
Arkansas School for Math, 
Sciences and the Arts
Arvest Bank
Ash Grove Charitable 
Foundation
ATA CPAs + Advisors
B & F Engineering, Inc.
Beau and Lauren Britton 
Ben and Jo Ann O’Neal
Blane McClellan
Brookshire Grocery Co. 
Giving Back
Butch and Sissi Bennett
Carla and Joe Mouton
Carol and Howard Freeland 
Charles and Jan Wright
CHI St. Vincent Hot Springs
Chris and Tina Ho
Claire Wisman
Crafton Tull
Crafton Tull Foundation Inc.
Crist Engineers, Inc.
Dale Whitman
Daniel and Brittany George
David and Kathleen Witchger
Delta Dental of Arkansas 
Dennis and Ruth Smith
Diane LaFollette
Donald and Moorene Massey
Dow Janitorial
Dr. Cecil and 
Mary Anne Cupp III
Dr. Ethan and Cara Erwin
Dr. Gene Shelby 
Dr. Gregory and Amy Whorton
Dr. John and Sue Brunner
Drs. Robert and 
Paulette Johnson
Elisabeth Wagner Foundation
Entergy Corporation
First Electric Trust
First Security Bank
Fred and Shirley Arbour
French Architects
Gabriel Fisher - Edward Jones
George and Mary Kay Benkert
George Lee and 
Jamie Jennings
Gross Funeral Home
Harrison Energy Partners

Holt Eye Clinic
Hot Springs Advertising and 
Promotion Commission
Hot Springs Area Community 
Foundation
Hot Springs Giving Circle
Hot Springs Radiology 
Services, Ltd.
Hot Springs Title Company
Hot Springs Village 
Community Foundation
Jean Miller
Jean Wallace
Jeffrey and Cindy Stephens
John and Connie Weidert
John Selig
Jonathan and Kate Hamner
Justin and Rachel Nicklas
Karen and Brodie 
Wolstenholme
Karen Lauck
Kathy Storey
Larry and Carolyn Draeger
Larry and Madelyn Womack
Lee and Brenda Richardson
Les and Pam Warren
M3 Services
Malin Edwards
Margaret White
Martha Smither
Mary and Danny Bradley
Mary Ann Schnipper
Mary Daniel
Mechele and Raymond 
McNary
Melanie Masino and 
Doug Martin
Michael and Donna Long
Newman, Ralph & Browning 
Insurance Agency
Oaklawn Racing Casino Resort
Parth and Tejal Patel
Patricia Muehlemann
Paul and Babs Swepston
Philip and Maria Woodward
Platinum Drywall, Inc.
Rafael and Tisha Martinez
RE/MAX of Hot Springs Village
Regions Bank
Relyance Bank
Ritter Communications
Robert Seekatz
Roberto Li Mandri
Sara Roberson
Schnipper, Britton & Stobaugh
Scott Lauck
Sheryl Edmonds
Simons Foundation 

Smile Hot Springs
Southern Bancorp
State of Arkansas
Stephanie Storey
Steve and Marilyn Trusty
Sunny Steed Evans
Susan Harris
Suzanne Steed
Teeter Motor Company
The Progressive Club of 
Hot Springs
The Roy and Christine Sturgis 
Charitable and Educational 
Trust
Tiffany and Russell Rogers
Tom and Nancy Petillo
Triumph 
VIPA Hospitality
Weyerhaeuser Co.
Weyerhaeuser Giving Fund
William Freeman and 
Donna Landsdowne
Wingstop
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