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“As soon as we drove up, it

clear this wasn’t your avera
science museum..."”

This was a comment left on Trip Advisor from one of our recent visitors and,

yes, | agree. Mid-America is not your average science museum. It never has been.
When the Museum opened in 1979, it was one of a few hands-on science centers
in the country — unique and wonderful. Over nearly four decades, it has built a
legacy of providing the highest quality out-of-school education to families and
students in the region.

Now, after the recent renovation to the facility and exhibits, Mid-America
continues to build on that legacy. This past year we introduced new programs and
initiatives in order to fine-tune the services to more effectively meet the needs of
the community. Visitors continue to come to the Museum in record numbers, the
community has stepped up to financially support our programs and the Museum
has received notable recognition for our efforts.

0 1 was honored this year to travel to Washington
' D.C. to represent the Museum and accept the
2016 National Medal for Community Service
from the Institute of Museum and Library
Services. According to director Dr. Kathryn
Matthew, this award is the “nation’s highest
honor for libraries and museums, and it
celebrates institutions that are working hand-in-
hand with their communities to problem-solve
and create collective visions for the future.”

The staff and board have worked hard to provide
the very best in informal education to our
community and we are so pleased to have earned this award.

It truly has been a wonderful year. On behalf of the board and staff at
Mid-America Science Museum, I'd like to thank you for your tremendous support
and we look forward to many wonderful years to come.

- Diane LaFollette
Executive Director

* 2016 National Medal for Community Service
Institute of Museum and Library Services

* 2015 Organization of the Year Hot Springs Chamber of Commerce

* 2015 Mission Marketing Award for Annual Report Category
Arkansas Nonprofit Alliance




* 20 _?éoples vice Wheeler Science Skywalk
American Institute of Architects, Arkansas Chapter

* 2015 Members' Choice Award for the Bob Wheeler Science Skywalk
American Institute of Architects, Arkansas Chapter

* Certificate of Excellence Ranked #1 Outdoor Attraction/Museum
TripAdvisor




Mid-America is a place for learning.

Programs

The bedrock of the Museum'’s impact in the community is the
educational programs we offer. From one-hour programs in the
Museum to large format shows to workshops to one-on-one
sessions in the Tinkering Studio, the Museum employs proven
strategies to encourage children and adults to explore science,
technology, engineering, art and math (STEAM). This fiscal year,
we have increased the number of students and teachers served

by 158%

The Board of Trustees has
created a new board-level
Education Committee made
up of education professionals
from around the region to
help the Museum to continue
to develop and offer the best

in informal education.

Mike Hernandez, Ed.D. Hot Springs School District
Ben Van Wagner Oaklawn Racing and Gaming
Chris Holzer Hot Springs School District

Matt Neaville Lakeside School District

Frank Janaskie Fountain Lake School District
Kathy Sue Hopper Lakeside School District

Carol Gibbs Hot Springs School District

Stephanie Kara Lake Hamilton School District

Will Squires Caddo Hills High School

Denise Gregrory Arkansas School for
Mathematics, Sciences and the Arts (ASMSA)

Sally Crain Henderson State University
Joel Rush The Learning Institute
Wade Derden, Ph.D. National Park College



Tinkering and Making This is our n-ame for the open-
ended creative process that

invites hands-on experimentation with tools and materials.
Mid-America offers this experience daily in the Tinkering Studio,
where innovation and creativity are encouraged. The Museum
invites the larger community to “tinker” together during

the annual
TinkerFest,
which this year
hosted over
1300 visitors.

“Mid-America Science , .
Museum and its talented p

team of science
communicators are a qﬁ'\
shining example of how
to spark interest and

inquiry that last
a lifetime.”

— Corey Alderdice 3
Director, ASMSA .

Taking our programs on the road is an important part of serving
the larger community. From smaller classroom programs to large
theater performances, Mid-America has the ability to reach
audiences in all parts of the region. Since its inception, the
outreach program has reached over 600 students and teachers
in Garland, Saline, Hot Springs, Union, Washington, Little River,
Ouachita, Hempstead and Nevada Counties.



Mid-America is a

place for community
involvement.

Volunteers

Through their tireless dedication,
Mid-America’s volunteers have
helped to propel the Museum
deeper into the community.
They provide a more personal
educational experience for our
visitors by demonstrating and
facilitating activities and events on the floor. This year, the Museum
has a team of 62 volunteers that have served a total of 2,361 hours.

Team Tesla is a new summer program for students between
the ages of 14 and 18. By engaging younger children in hands-on
learning, Team Tesla volunteers demonstrate a passion for STEM
in the community. Additionally, the program provides teens with
the opportunity to develop skills they will need in the workplace.




Partnerships

Effective delivery of our mission involves working with other r"" r ;
organizations across the state and the nation. The Mid-America

Science Museum has partnered with the following organizations

in delivering hands-on, project-based science lessons

to new audiences.

* Arkansas Discovery Network 'E

e Arkansas Education Television
Network (AETN)

e Arkansas Non-Profit Alliance

¢ Arkansas School for Mathematics, -
Sciences and the Arts (ASMSA) {

* Arkansas STEM Coalition
* Association of Science and Technology Centers \j
» Greater Hot Springs Chamber of Commerce

B

e Henderson State University
® Hot Springs Area Cultural Alliance
* Magic Springs & Crystal Falls

e Nanoscale Informal Science
Education Network

* NASA Museum Alliance —~
e National Park College f
e NWA 3D Printing

e Quachita Children’s Center

* Rowland Emett Society "

e Smithsonian Affiliate Program

e University of Arkansas at Little Rock

“National Park College is honored and delighted to partner and to be neighbors
with Mid-America Science Museum. I'm truly amazed at the breadth, capability,
and flexibility of the resources at Mid-America, including their dedicated team of
employees. Hot Springs, Arkansas is beyond privileged to serve as home to this

vast community resource.”

— John Hogan, Ph.D.
President, National Park College =~



Mid-America is investing in the

future of science education.

Statement of Activities

Revenue Expenses

Retail operations $1,065,327 Program Services $1,161,047
Program revenue $165,900 Fundraising $79,232
Contributed revenue $105,080 Management $170,000
Total Revenue $1,336,307 Total Expenses $1,410,279

Grantincome  $1,911,773
Grant Expenses $25,684

2015/2016 Expenses

Fundraising
6%

Program Services 82%

Statement of Financial Position

Assets Liabilities and Net Assets
Operating cash $36,074 Current liabilities $115,398
Short term reserve funds $30,386 Net Assets $9,892,000
Restricted for programs  $2,610,607

Other current assets $50,666

Property and equipment  $7,279,665
Total Liabilities
Total Assets $10,007,398 and Net Assets $10,007,398
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“The recent accolades and awards given to Mid-America Science Museum were not just a reflection
of what the museum has accomplished over the past year, but it is also a testament to our
community and to the employees, volunteers and board members who have gone above and heyond
to make this a prestigious nationally recognized institution of hands-on learning and STEM education.
Working together, | have unwavering confidence that the best is yet to come.”

— Brian Gehrki, Chair of the Board of Trustees
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Brian Gehrki, Chair
Owner, Gehrki Commercial Real Estate LL

Libby Vines, Vice Chair gilsy
Senior Vice President, BancorpSouth

Ira Kleinman, Treasurer =~
Owner, Falk Plumbing Supply )

Franklin Bass, Secretary gy
Senior Vice President, Simmons Bal #j k“

Lance Garner, Immediate Pasﬂlgﬁalr
Attorney, Owen, Farnell & Garner

Greg Schaffer
Circumference Group

Kirby Williams
Owner, Kirby & Company

Tiffany Tucker
Attorney, Farrar & Williams PLLC

Gary Dowdy
Partner, Blue Orbit

Beverly D. Joe P
Director, HR, Triumph Airborne Structul

Jeff Stephens E
VP Engineered Products, Mid- South-

Mandy Golleher
Director of Marketing and Voluntee
National Park Medical Center

Bobby Geiger
Director of Gaming & Wagering i
Oaklawn Racing & Gaming

Tony Houston
President, CHI St. Vincent



Mid-America is thankful to its

supporters.

Annual Donors

Madelyn and Jerry Adams
Stephanie and Corey Alderdice
Marget and Tom and Arwood
Donna Casparian and Ross Bandy
Amanda and Franklin Bass
Susan and Grady Bean

Nancy Bell

Marlyn Blackwell

Wesley Bonner

Gaylon Boshears

James Braun

Sharon Breashears

Sue and John Brunner

Robin Beucler

Helen and Tim Bumpas
Suzanne and James Burton
Rose Marie and Charlie Canterberry
Ceci and Philip Clay

Vicki and Ken Cook

Charleen and Ed Copeland
Mary Ann and Cecil Cupp, Il
Sharon and Ronald Dent
Caren and Lawrence Dodd
Karen and George Dooley

Rae and Gary Dowdy

Randy Dye

William Martin Eisele

Niles Ellis

Sunny Evans

Carol and Randy Fale

Mickey and Conrad Farner
Dan Fedorowicz

Douglas Feeney

Nick Flannery

Drew Fram

Kelli and Jim Fram

Jennifer and Lance Garner
Melinda Gassaway

Kathleen and David Gati
Madeline, Laura and Brian Gehrki
Jean Gershner

Mandy and Phillip Golleher
Pat and George Haering

Ann and David Hair

Karen and Ronald Harbut
Merritt and Stephen Harrison
Marcia and John Hearnsberger
Doug Herbert

Eli Hicks

David Hiebert

Judy Hoefer

John and Ella Hollansworth
Doanh Doanh and Tom Hollis Jr.
Teresa and Stephen Holt

Barry Horner

Judy and Paul Horner

Stacey and Brad Hudgens
Alessandra and Franklin Hurst
Rita and Q. Byrum Hurst, Jr.
Katharine Hurst

Gary Jacobs

Ace Jerusalem

Beverly and Scott Joe
Paulette and Robert Johnson
Jyothi and Reddy Kaliki
Lynda Kass

Noreen Killen

Stephanie and Ira Kleinman
Diane LaFollette

Dana Lambert

Gordon Langford

Karen Lauck

Scott Lauck

Charlotte Ledbetter

Kate and Mark Lefler

Janet Lewis

Andy Marquart

Melanie Masino and Doug Martin
Agnes Mathis

James McAdams

Brent Miller

Jim Miller

Christi and Todd Miller
Mandy Monheiser

James Montgomery
Barbara and Charles Moore
Dorothy Morris

Mary and Thomas Morris
Harmony and Travis Morrissey
Doris and Glenn Mortenson
Barbara and Don Munro
Martha Jane Murray
Michael Nauman

Jason Neel

Delores Oates

Kerry and Ray Owen, Jr.
Linda Williams Palmer
Jamie Perisho-Webb

Irene Perros

Brian Pickett

Audrey Pipher

John Pollock

Carol Pratt

Cynthia and Jeff Purnell
Linda Ragsdale

Karen and David Reagler
Desirae Rutherford

Will Sanders

Kate and Greg Schaffer
Mary Ann and Don Schnipper
Marge and Tom Schueck
Leland Seba

Helen and John Selig
Michelle and Max Sestili
Deborah and John Shannon
Susan and Lou Siegel

John Simpson

Elaine Smith

Elizabeth Farris and Bill Sorrels
Bill Sorrels

Cindy and Jeff Stephens
Kathy and Steve Storey
Harold B. Street

Sundee Stroud

Barbara and Paul

Swepston

Cyndi and Jeffrey Tauth
Carolyn Tennyson

Tiffany and Clint Tucker
Ashley and David Twiggs
Cynthia VanWinkle

Ken Vaughn

State Representative John T. Vines
Libby Vines

Pam and Les Warren

Adam Webb

Catherine and Daryl Wedwick
Toma Whitlock

Amy and Greg Whorton
Clare and Kirby Williams
Renee and Lynn Williams
Christi and Bill Wisely

Judy and Howard Wright
Casey and Jason Wylie

“This special museum is a treasure beyond measure, a gift
that truly keeps on giving back to our community. . . where

imagination and creativity come together to bring hours of
pleasure to young and old alike.”

— Melinda Gassaway



Corporate Donors

Alliance Insurance Group

Alliance Rubber Company

Arkansas Community Foundation

Arkansas School for Mathematics, Sciences and Arts
Ash Grove Charitable Foundation

B & F Engineering, Inc.

Bank of The Ozarks

Barrels Unlimited, Inc

Bear State Bank

Elisabeth Wagner Foundation

Elks Lodge 380

Eyecare Specialties

First Security Bank

Gehrki Commerical Real Estate

Hot Springs Giving Circle

Hot Springs Title Company

Hot Springs Village Property Owners’ Association
Magic Springs

Morris Foundation

Munro Foundation

National Park Medical Center
Oaklawn Foundation

Oaklawn Jockey Club

Oaklawn Rotary Club

Platinum Drywall, Inc.

Purple Cow Restaurant
Relyance Bank

Simmons First Bank

State Farm Insurance - Cynthia Rougeau
Suburban Sanitation, Inc

The Learning Institute

Triumph Airborne Structures
Umphers Construction

Visit Hot Springs

Zeiser Wealth Management, LLC

“Mid-America has not only made a difference in the lives of local
families, but it has impacted generations of Arkansans. The museum’s
focus on bringing science education to the masses in a fun way has
made it a leader in the State and Nation.”

— Honorable Bruce Westerman, U.S. Congressman




gl j “I've loved this place since

2 | I was alittle girl and was
= more than thrilled to be

M. able to share it with my

5y girlin celebration of her
24 first birthday.”
| — Melinda C.

In Association with * Smithsonian Institution

500 Mid America Blvd » Hot Springs AR 71913 « 501.767.3461 « MidAmericaMuseum.org



