annual report



* DEARFRIENDS,

ORKING at a science museum is a joy every day, but these past

12 months at Mid-America Science Museum have been especially

remarkable. Thanks to a $7.8 million grant from the Donald W.
Reynolds Foundation of Las Vegas, the Museum has undergone its first
major renovation since opening in 1979. The Hot Springs Advertising
and Promotion Commission and the Oaklawn Foundation stepped up
to pledge significant contributions toward the project. Hundreds of
individuals, businesses and foundations in the community also generously
contributed so that the Museum could realize a long-held dream.

JHE renovation process involved two years of intensive meetings to plan

the exhibits and the upgrade to the facility and grounds. After closing
in August 2014, the Museum re-opened on March 7 to record-breaking
crowds. In the two months since then, we have doubled the highest
historical attendance with visitors from around the region and around the
globe. We have heard so many wonderful comments from our guests and
have been gratified that the renovation has made such a positive impact.
| believe that Hot Springs and Garland County, once again, have one of
the best science centers in the country.
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OW that the Museum is open again, we have been working diligently

to offer the very best in educational experiences. With over 80 new
exhibits, a one-of-a-kind Bob Wheeler Science Skywalk, the Oaklawn
Foundation Digital Dome Theater and an all-new Tesla Theater Show,
you will be sure to find something new every time you visit. As you read
through the following pages you will notice the new initiatives and
partnerships that were implemented this year as well.

ID-AMERICA SCIENCE MUSEUM is fortunate to have had many
generous and enthusiastic supporters over its 36-year history.
Now we can look to the future and anticipate many more years of high
quality educational experiences. We hope you will visit us again soon
and see the transformation for yourself!
— Diane LaFollette, £xecutive Director
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— Monica B.



Educational programming is the cornerstone of our mission.
Mid-America Science Museum has developed many new ways
to engage students, teachers and families.

Tinkering Studio Activities: Tinkering is an open-ended creative
process that invites experimentation, exploration and invention.

Classroom Programs: New classroom programs are aligned with the
Arkansas Education Frameworks providing the perfect tool for teachers
to give their students hands-on experiences in science, technology,
engineering and math.

Gallery Demonstrations: Tabletop demonstrations take the exhibit
experiences to a deeper, more personal level for our guests.

Outreach: The first-ever outreach program for the Museum served
Little River, Hempstead, Ouachita, Nevada, Clark and Garland Counties
with hands-on science education for students and teacher professional
development.

Among our accomplishments this year:

e Improving our organizational capacity; developing new
programs and hiring new staff members to better serve our
audience with mission-based experiences.

e Creating positive financial performance; opening a newly
renovated museum with positive cash flow after being closed
for 6 months during the renovation.

* Increasing our community involvement; forging new
partnerships with local, state and nationwide organizations.




PARTNERSHIPS

. FFECTIVE delivery of our mission involves working with other
organizations across the state and the nation. The Mid-America
Science Museum has partnered with the following organizations in
delivering hands-on, project-based science lessons to new audiences.

Ouachita Children’s Center

Arkansas Sheriffs Youth Ranch, DeGray Lake Campus
COMPACT Hillcrest Children’s Home

Arkansas School for Mathematics, Sciences and the Arts
National Park College

Hot Springs National Park

Magic Springs

Hot Springs Cultural Alliance

Hot Springs Advertising and Promotion Commission
Smithsonian Institution

Association of Science and Technology Centers
Arkansas Discovery Network

Arkansas STEM Coalition

Nanoscale Informal Science Education Network

For decades, Mid-America Science Museum has been one of the key
components in attracting and entertaining visitors to Hot Springs as well as
being a vital part of the education of Arkansas schoolchildren of all ages. With
2015's renovation and expansion, [the Museum] assumes an even more
important role in fulfilling both of those missions.

The addition of the new Bob Wheeler Science Skywalk among the forest canopy,

the new Oaklawn Foundation Digital Dome Theater, the Workshops and the
Tinkering Studio exponentially expand the exhibits available to entertain and
fascinate the thousands of visitors who annually make Mid-America Science
Museum part of their over-all Hot Springs Experience.

Our city is fortunate to be the home of this invaluable attraction/resource.
And its new expansion and renovation make it even more of a treasure.

— Steve Arrison, CEO, Hot Springs Advertising and Promotion Commission

The Arkansas Sheriffs’ Youth Ranches love
partnering with other nonprofits who can give
unique educational experiences to our boys and girls.
Thanks to the Mid-American Science Museum for
acquiring funds specifically for the girls at our
DeGray Lake Campus to come and enjoy the
museum. They can’t wait to visit this summer.

— Matt Cleveland Arkansas Sheriffs’ Youth Ranches




PA R I N E R S H I P S . 1 In order to provide the best possible learning
' experiences to our students, the Museum

relies on advice and counsel from our
Teacher Advisory Committee.

Brad Beatty Russellville High School
Carol Gibbs Hot Springs School District
Chris Holzer Hot Springs School District
Frank Janaskie Fountain Lake

Kathy Hopper Cutter Morning Star
Kathy Brunetti Hector Elementary
Linda Shott Pottsville

Matt Neaville Lakeside High

Pam Runyan Gurdon Elementary
Stephanie Kara Lake Hamilton High School
Will Squires Caddo Hills High School

Students from across Arkansas
visited the Museum this year.

The outreach program to our
school was a wonderful hands-on
opportunity for my students. It
followed the Frameworks that we
must teach in school. 85% of my
students are low income so with-
out the Mid-America outreach
program, they would never
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have this kind of opportunity

The Museum also hosted many schools from surrounding states: to learn science.
Memphis TN; Alcorn State, Hernando, and Southaven MS;
Atlanta, Avery, DeKalb, Quinlan, Redwater, and Texarkana TX; — Pamela Ru nyon

Rayne, Rayville, Shreveport, and Winnshoro LA; Teacher, Gurdon Elementary
Battiest, Hodgen, and Valliant OK.



FINANCIALS

Statement of Activities

Revenue Expenses

Fundraising $346,400 Program Services $798,800

Retail operations $682,389 Fundraising $95,970

Program revenue $45,679 Management $193,892

Other revenue $1,358

Cost of Goods Sold ($46,840) Total Expenses $1.088,662
Grant income $6,580,961

Total Revenue $1,028,987

Grant Expenses $57,040

2014/2015 Revenue 2014/2015 Expenses

Fundraising
9%

Fundraising
34%

Retail 62% Program Services 73%

Statement of Financial Position

Assets Liabilities and Net Assets
Operating cash $205,246 Current liabilities $64,647
Short term reserve funds $34,594 Net Assets $8,764,629
Restricted for programs ~ $1,610,597

Other current assets $43,174

Property'and equipment. - $6,935,663

Total Liabilities

Total Assets $8,829,276 and Net Assets $8.829,276

Thank you

to our 2014/2015
Board of Trustees

Lance B. Garner, Chair
Attorney, Owen, Farnell & Garner

Brian Gehrki, Vice Chair E -
Owner, Gehrki Commercial Real Estate LLC

Ira Kleinman
Owner, Falk Plumbing Supply

Elizabeth Farris -
Executive Vice President, Regions Bank "

David Gati

Retired Electrical Engineer : "
Franklin Bass 'l . > P
Senior Vice President, Simmons-Bank « :
Libby Vines E IH’

Senior Vice President, BancorpSouth

Greg Schaffer
Partner, Circumference Group

Kirby Williams
Owner, Kirby & Company

Tiffany Tucker
Attorney, Farrar & Williams PLLC

Gary Dowdy
Partner, Blue Orbit

It was far and above
any other museum

| have seen...including
the Exploratorium. ..
You have brought ‘
amazing to Hot Springs.

Beverly D. Joe
HR Director, Triumph Airborne Struct

Jeff Stephens '
Vice President, Mid-South Engineerin

— Kathy Sue Hopper,
Teacher
Cutter Morning Star
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Back to the Moon for Good
showing in the

Oaklawn Foundation
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I've seen a lot of science centers and this is one of
™ the best I've seen. The first thing that struck me was
4 the beauty of the natural wooded surroundings here.

- Martin Radcliffe
Sky-Skan Inc. (Former President of the International
Planetarium Society)

In Association with * Smithsonian Institution
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